Media 6

 Course Syllabus

Teacher: Ben Andree
E-Mail: Benjamin.andree@sp.imagineprep.com
Classroom Website: http://stormmedia.weebly.com
Office Hours: Mondays 4:15 – 4:45 & Tuesdays 8:00 – 8:30.  All other times: By appointment.

Course Description: Digital Literacy is designed to introduce, familiarize, and augment student learning through the use of various technologies. Serving the primary role technologically is the 
i-Pad. Students will use technology to increase their efficiency and understanding of core curricular concepts such as mathematics, communication, Internet research, app usage, and understanding of personal learning style. 

Course Materials: For this class, students are required to bring paper and a writing utensil. It is highly recommended that students keep a folder to store this syllabus, assignment rubrics, and other important documents.

Course Work and Class Procedures:  This is an introduction to media class.  We will cover all things that related to media.  Coursework will include individual assignments, group projects, and written assignments. There will be a strong emphasis on project and group-based learning. For this to succeed, each student will be responsible for fully participating in all classroom activities. Students will use computer software, multimedia technology, and the internet as tools for this class.  Assessments will include tests, written assignments, and multimedia projects.

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

1. Explain the different elements of media

2. Explain the distinguishing characteristics of radio, television, and print media.

3. Understand the different aspects of the news media
4. Understand the internet and the proper etiquette of using it.
5. Comprehend that the television industry is a business, and how it makes money
6. Create and produce some short video projects.
Grading:

Students should not expect any extra credit in this class. Grading will use the following scale:

A = 9o – 100%
B = 80-89.9%
C = 70 – 79.9%
D = 60-69.9%
F = 0-59.9%

Classroom Expectations
I strongly believe that ANY student can succeed in my classroom, NO EXCEPTIONS!

I promise to:

· Create fun and engaging assignments.

· Challenge students to reach their full potential.

· Return work (with feedback) in a timely manner.

· Help any student who has questions or is struggling in my class. See my posted hours of availability after school. If these times do not work, I will work with you to find a time to meet.

Students are expected to:

· Arrive on time and ready to learn.

· Give every assignment their best effort.

· Participate in classroom activities and discussions.

· Treat all students, staff members, and other members of our school community with respect.

· Ask questions if they need help with anything we do in class.

· Strictly follow Smart Lab rules, which are posted below.

Class Rules:
1. Absolutely no food, gum, or candy will be allowed in the smart lab. Students may bring water if it is in a clear container. Water may be consumed away from all computers and multimedia equipment.

2. Students will follow school policies regarding computer use.

3. Music devices and headphones may be used during designated times and for educational purposes only. Students may not have headphones or earphones in without the permission of the instructor.

4. Students will not adjust hardware, install software, or arrange cords without the permission of the instructor.
5. Students will clean their work area at the end of the hour.

Attendance Policy

Unexcused Absences – Students will not receive credit for missed assignments.

Excused Absences – Students may turn in makeup work within an appropriate timeframe. Students will be given the number of days missed plus one additional day to turn in missed assignments. For example, a student who misses three days will be given four days to make up their work. Students are responsible for contacting the instructor to make up missed work. Hint: If you have an excused absence, feel free to send me an e-mail about the work you missed.

Tardy Policy

Students will be considered tardy if they are not in their assigned seat and working on the posted assignment when the bell rings. 

Students that receive three tardies will be issued a detention.  If the student acquires three additional tardies, the teacher will issue a second detention and have a conference with both the student and parent (by phone or in person) to discuss the attendance issue.  If the student acquires three additional tardies after the conference, the teacher will notify an administrator for further action.
Grade Weights:

Assessments of Learning - 70% of final grade

The purpose of an assessment of learning is to measure student performance at the completion of a learning cycle.

May include unit and course assessments, quizzes, performance tasks, portfolios, presentations, projects, essays, and other demonstrations of learning. 

Checks for Understanding - 30% of final grade

The purpose of a check for understanding is to measure student progress during a learning cycle.

May include bell work, worksheets, quizzes, and other checks for understanding determined by the teacher.  

Absent Work Policy:

Students will be given the amount of days that they were absent plus one additional day to complete course work that was missed during their absence. For example, if a student missed 3 days of school they would be permitted 4 total school days to turn in work without penalty. 

During an anticipated absence, parents must contact the office 3 days prior to their absence if they wish to receive work. Parents may only request to pick up work from the office after their child has been absent for 3 or more days. Students who miss two or less days of school are required to obtain their work upon returning to school. It is the student’s responsibility to acquire, complete and turn in work that was missed during an absence.

*All late work must be turned in with a completed blue absent slip stapled to the front. 

Late Work Policy:

Students must turn in all assignments on time so that the learning opportunities involved in completing each assignment are realized. If a student fails to turn in an assignment on time, students are encouraged to make an effort to complete that work in a timely manner for partial credit as indicated below:

Within 1 week of the initial assigned due date for 90% of the original credit.

For example, a student failed to turn in an assignment that was due on September 6th. The student must turn in the late assignment no later than September 13th (1 week from September 6th). 

* Please note: If the late deadline happens to fall during a day when school is not in session, students must turn in late work the last day school is in session BEFORE the late deadline. For example, if the late deadline is during Fall Break, students must hand in that late work no later than the Friday BEFORE Fall Break.

* Please note: As we approach the end of a grading period, all late work must be turned in 1 week before the end of the grading period regardless of the deadlines stated above to ensure teachers can accurately and appropriately assess all work in a timely manner. For example, if the first quarter ends on October 10th, all late work must be turned in by October 3rd even if it violates the deadlines stated above.

*All late work MUST be turned in with a completed pink late slip stapled to the front.

Assessment Policy:

Grading Assessments:

The lowest grade to be entered in PowerSchool on an assessment that is fully complete will be a 50%. Assessments that are not completed in full will result in the student receiving an Assessment Referral.

Students will be held accountable to complete all assessments by faculty and staff. This includes having students attend Office Hours, being pulled from Elective courses, Stay Full Day Wednesday Study Hall, and Saturday School for high school students.

If an Assessment has not been completed within one week of the original due date, student will be given an Assessment Referral. At this point, the administrative team will assign the student to a staff member to ensure the Assessment is completed during Stay Full Day Wednesday. Assessments that are not completed and turned in on the due date are subject to a 10 percentage point deduction in grade.

Redoing Assessments:

Any assessment may be redone if the student did not completely master the intended content or skills, and the student has demonstrated sincere effort to prepare for the assessment the first time it was given. 

Rigorous relearning or review in preparation for the second attempt will qualify a student to redo an assessment. 

Redoing assessments is a privilege, not something to be taken for granted.

*School wide, 92% is considered mastery. Students may only redo an assessment if he/she scored below a 92%. In addition, the highest redo score a student can earn is a 92%.

Students must complete the following remediation process. 

1) corrected original test

2) student has reflected on his/her performance

Required component: Parent signature on the original test

Once the remediation process has been completed, reviewed and is satisfactory, the student is eligible to complete a retake of the assessment during Wednesday stay full day. 

This process should be completed after one week, but no longer than two weeks, from the original assessment. With the understanding that students do learn at different paces, this timeline can be flexible as longer as there is constant communication between teacher, student and parents. 
 Please cut on line and KEEP the syllabus.  Submit the signature section by Friday, March 23rd..

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student and Parent Signature

Please contact me or come to my office hours if you have any questions about the syllabus or expectations for this class.

I have read the syllabus and agree to abide by the policies and procedures contained in the syllabus.

Student Signature: _________________________

Date: ________________
Student Printed Name: ______________________

Date: ________________
I have read and understand the course syllabus.

Parent Signature: __________________________

Date: ________________
Parent Printed Name: _______________________

Date: ________________
Parent e-mail: ____________________________

Parent phone:  ____________________________

