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DIGITAL CINEMATOGRAPHY

* MANY MOVIES ARE NOW SHOT ON HD CAMERAS RATHER THAN TRADITIONAL 3SMM FILM
CAMERAS. ADVANCES IN CINEMATOGRAPHY ARE REVOLUTIONIZING THE FILMING INDUSTRY.

e [N THIS LESSON, WE WILL EXPLORE THE EXPLOSIVE GROWTH OF DIGITAL AND HD FORMATS FOR
FEATURE FILMS. WE WILL ALSO EXAMINE TRADITIONAL PRE-PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES.



ROLE OF THE CINEMATOGRAPHER

Here we see a RED digital camera on
location. Alongside the camera we see
two crew members. One of the crew
members pictured is likely the
cinematographer. You will sometimes
hear the cinematographer referred to as
the director of photography or DP.

This person is in charge of shooting the
production as well as directing the grips
and gaffers to create the proper lighting.
Sometimes they will operate the cameraq,
while other fimes that role belongs to
another crew member called the
camera operator, whose function is to
shoot at the direction of the
cinematographer.



http://library.creativecow.net/articles/adcock_gary/red/DanGutt.jpg

ROLE OF THE CINEMATOGRAPHER

e HIGHER END VIDEO PRODUCTIONS WILL HAVE CINEMATOGRAPHERS JUST LIKE FILM
PRODUCTIONS. ON LOWER BUDGET PRODUCTIONS, THE DIRECTOR MAY PULL DOUBLE DUTY AS
BOTH THE DIRECTOR AND CINEMATOGRAPHER.

e [HESE SAME ELEMENTS ARE IMPORTANT IN COMPOSING GOOD MOVING IMAGES AS WELL, BUT
WE CAN ADD A FEW MORE DETAILS TO THE LIST. CINEMATOGRAPHERS HAVE TO UNDERSTAND
ALSO THAT THEY ARE TELLING A STORY (THEY ARE TELLING IT VISUALLY RATHER THAN WITH
WORDS). SO WHEN A PARTICULAR SHOT IS CHOSEN, IT MUST SERVE THE NARRATIVE OF THE
STORY. IT ALSO HAS TO BE EDITED INTO THE OTHER SHOTS OF THE SCENE. SO THE JOB OF THE
CINEMATOGRAPHER IS ARGUABLY MORE COMPLEX THAN THAT OF THE PHOTOGRAPHER.



DIGITAL VIDEO VS. FILM

THERE IS A DEBATE THAT HAS BEEN RAGING FOR NEARLY A DECADE NOW IN THE MOVIE INDUSTRY.
THAT DEBATE REVOLVES AROUND WHETHER OR NOT DIGITAL VIDEO WILL SOMEDAY SURPASS 35MM
FILM AS THE DOMINANT FORMAT FOR FEATURE FILMS.

THERE ARE STILL MANY FILMMAKERS WHO RESIST THE CHANGE TO DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY FOR
CAPTURING MOVING IMAGES. MANY OF THE PROPONENTS FOR REMAINING WITH 35MM BELIEVE
THAT FILM STILL HAS A "WARMER" LOOK THAN DIGITAL VIDEO

SOME FILM DIRECTORS SUCH AS CHRISTOPHER NOLAN, PAUL THOMAS ANDERSON!AND QUENTIN
TARANTINO HAVE PUBLICLY CRITICIZED DIGITAL CINEMA, AND ADVOCATED THE USE OF FILM AND

FILM PRINTS. TARANTINO HAS SUGGESTED HE MAY RETIRE BECAUSE HE WILL NO LONGER BE ABLE TO
HAVE HIS FILMS PROJECTED IN 35MM IN MOST AMERICAN CINEMAS. TARANTINO CONSIDERS
DIGITAL CINEMA TO BE SIMPLY "TELEVISION IN PUBLIC."


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Nolan
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IN CLASS ASSIGNMENT

e READ THIS ARTICLE: HTTPS://WWW.INDEPENDENT.CO.UK/ARTS-
ENTERTAINMENT/FILMS/FEATURES /DUNKIRK-FILM-DIGITAL-CHRISTOPHER-NOLAN-QUENTIN-
TARANTINO-PAUL-THOMAS-ANDERSON-LAWRENCE-OF-ARABIA-A/9 18586 .HTML

 WRITE MINIMUM 500 WORDS IN FAVOR EITHER DIGITAL OR NON-DIGITAL FILM FORMATS.


https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/films/features/dunkirk-film-digital-christopher-nolan-quentin-tarantino-paul-thomas-anderson-lawrence-of-arabia-a7918586.html

